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Overview 

In July 2007, Tewkesbury was badly hit by floods, which had a catastrophic impact on the 

town. The effects included the flooding of hundreds of homes and businesses, loss of power 

and water, and loss of life.  

 

Located between two rivers – both of which burst their banks – this resources pack looks at the 

causes and consequences of the flood, as well as considering the larger issues of flood 

prevention and environmental disasters. Pupils will explore the heart of Tewkesbury and the 

floodplain; hear from locals regarding their experiences, and gather information before sharing 

their findings as a group. 

 

This pack has been produced by the John Moore Museum in Tewkesbury for the sole purpose 

of use within schools, colleges and universities. Thanks to Cotteswold Dairy for kindly 

providing the funding to produce the pack. Thanks also to The Gloucestershire Echo and the 

Environmental Agency for supplying the resources used to create this resource and to all those 

who provided their memories of this event. 

 

Copyright note: the resources included in this pack are for educational use only. Copies may 

be made of all resources included, but should not be published or used for any other reason 

than use in the classroom.   
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Settlements – Tewkesbury & Shrewsbury 

Land by rivers have been built on since prehistoric times and the river Severn is no different. 

The River Severn was important in helping towns grow and survive because it linked towns with 

the countryside and other settlements. Rivers provide food and water (for bathing and drinking) 

and also for industry, therefore they were ideal places for humans to settle. They are essential 

in farming, as rivers produce fertile land and they make good places to keep animals. In 

addition, rivers can be used for transport and for defence.  

 

Tewkesbury in Gloucestershire developed as a 

settlement a long time ago in the Anglo-Saxon era. 

It is located at the confluence of two important 

rivers, the Severn and the Avon. This made it a 

good place to live and work. However, the town 

was limited in size by the rivers on either side of it 

and this is why narrow alleys – for which the town is 

famous – developed, as houses had to be built 

close together.  

 

Perhaps most famous for its mustard, other major industries over the years in Tewkesbury 

include brewing and malting, pin making and the knitting of stockings. With the rivers to 

transport goods in and out of the town, Tewkesbury was a thriving commercial hub and a 

popular market town. 

 

Meanwhile, Shrewsbury in Shropshire also began as an 

Anglo-Saxon market town. The River Severn flows 

through the town, forming a meander around its centre, 

causing the town to frequently flood. 

 

In the late Middle Ages (14th and 15th centuries), the 

town was at its height of commercial importance. This was 

mainly due to the wool trade, a major industry at the time, 

especially with the River Severn and Watling Street as 

trading routes. The land is fertile and agriculture remains 

a major feature of the landscape and the economy, which 

is due in part to the river. 

 

Activity 

 List all of the reasons why land next to rivers make good places to settle, and list all of the 

reasons why they make bad places to build towns.  
 Use a map (Ordinance Survey) to find bridges across the river Severn. Do bridges always 

have a settlement next to them and what does this tell you?  

 Use the same map to find other towns along the river Severn such as Worcester, Gloucester 

and Newtown. Are they using the river as a link or as a barrier?  

“High the vanes of Shrewsbury gleam 

Islanded in Severn stream; 

The bridges from the steepled crest, 

Cross the water east and west.” 

A. E. Housman 
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The Rivers of Tewkesbury 

'Shakespeare's Avon' 

The Avon is navigable from Tewkesbury all the way to Stratford-Upon-Avon, 45 miles 

upstream. The river is one of the most picturesque cruising grounds in Britain. Its low banks 

mean you can relax and enjoy the rolling, green countryside as the river meanders through the 

Vale of Evesham and north Cotswolds, passing through historic towns and quaint villages. 

 

The Mill Avon 

The foundations of the Mill Avon, the part of the River that runs close to the town, and parallel 

to the High Street, dates back to 12th century when the Benedictine monks based at 

Tewkesbury Abbey diverted the water course to power their mill.  

 

The mighty Severn 

The Severn flows through Shropshire, Worcestershire and Gloucestershire before entering the 

Bristol Channel. The navigable section of the Severn starts at Gloucester. From there boats can 

travel 47 miles upstream past Tewkesbury, Upton and Worcester and on towards Stourport 

and Bewdley.   

 

Living near the flood plain 

As a consequence of being where the Rivers Avon and Severn join, a lot of the surrounding 

land is a natural flood plain. Most years, the town experiences flooding in surrounding fields 

and occasionally the water reaches the town itself. Tewkesbury saw the largest recorded floods 

in 1484, 1587, 1611, 1673, 1770, 1814, 1853, 1947 and 2007.  
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The River Severn 

The River Severn is Britain’s longest river, stretching 220 miles from the Welsh mountains to 

the estuary leading into the Bristol Channel.  

 

The Severn’s source can be found near the town of Plinlymon in the Cambrian mountains of 

mid-Wales. The river flows through the counties of Shropshire, Worcestershire and 

Gloucestershire. There are many settlements along the Severn, including Shrewsbury, 

Welshpool, Worcester, Gloucester, Tewkesbury, Ironbridge and Upton.  

 

The Severn has many tributaries. Tributaries are rivers, which flow into a main river. The main 

tributaries for the Severn are the rivers Stour, Tern, Worfe, Vyrnwy, Teme, Wye and Avon. In 

addition to this, there are a number of brooks such as the Dowles Brook and Shit Brook (so 

named, because in the past it acted as an open sewer for the town of Much Wenlock!)  

 

Activity 

 Draw and label the key features of a river’s journey: source, meander, estuary, sea, banks, 

floodplain, waterfalls, settlement, bridge, mountains, tributaries and channel.  
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River uses… 

The Severn and its main tributaries are extensively used for canoeing, sailing, rowing, boat 

cruising and fishing. 

 

 

 

 

Its banks attract numbers of wild animals and birds to the delight of bird watchers and any 

interested in natural history. 

 

 

 

 

On the riverbanks, improvements have provided trails for walkers, cyclists, horse riders and 

picnickers.  

 

 

 

 

The Severn supports many species of freshwater fish and attracts thousands of anglers. The 

anglers try to land such fish as salmon, trout, grayling, barbel, bream, chub, dace, perch and 

roach.  

 

 

 

 

Activity 

 Can you think of any activities that you have done along the river? 
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Why do rivers flood? 

A variety of factors can increase the likelihood of flooding. For example: 

 

Physical causes of flooding: 

 Prolonged rainfall - if it rains for a long time, the land around a river can 

become saturated (it's holding as much water or moisture as can be absorbed). If there is 

more rainfall it cannot be soaked up, so it runs along the surface - this is known as surface 

run-off. 

 Heavy rainfall - if there is heavy rainfall there is less chance of it being soaked up by the soil 

(infiltration) so it runs off into the river. The faster the water reaches the river, the more 

likely it will flood. 

 Relief - a steep valley is more likely to flood than a flatter valley because the rainfall will run 

off into the river more quickly. 

 Geology - permeable rocks allow water to pass through pores and cracks, 

whereas impermeable rocks do not. If a valley is made up of impermeable rocks, there is a 

higher chance of flooding as there is an increase in surface run-off. 

 

Human factors increasing flood risk: 

 Urbanisation - when an area surrounding a river is built on, there is an increase in the 

amount of tarmac and concrete, which are impermeable surfaces. Drains and sewers take 

water directly to the river which increases flood risk. 

 Deforestation - trees and plants absorb water, this is known as interception. Lots of 

vegetation reduces flood risk, yet people sometimes cut down trees for resources 

(deforestation). This will increase the flood risk, as the water will not be intercepted and flow 

into the river. 

Activity 

 Have a look at the flooding factors. Which ones do you think played a part in the 2007 

floods in Tewkesbury? 

 

 Write the word ‘Flood’ in the centre of a page. On the left write the causes of the 

floods; on the right note the consequences of the flood.  

 

 Could we have done more to reduce the risk of flooding? If yes, what? 
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Why do rivers flood? Continued… 

People have tried over the years to stop the water rising up over the banks with massive flood 

defence schemes. But "One man’s flood defence, is another man’s flood". Water cannot be 

compressed, it has to go somewhere.  

 

Many people forget that flooding in river areas does not always come from the river, but rising 

up over the banks of streams. Tewkesbury is a good example; normally the first area to suffer 

flooding is the Ashchurch Road district, as the streams top the bank before reaching the Avon 

and Severn. 

 

People have also ignored what nature put in place millions of years ago. Natural flood plains 

allow for any water spilling over the bank to settle, until levels go down and it can run back into 

the river. Nowadays, property has been built on these plains and we are now paying for it by 

massive insurance claims following regular flooding! For instance, the Meadows housing estate 

in Mitton is a good example. It was originally called The Water Meadows, but a few weeks after 

the 2007 floods, the name was changed to The Meadows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashchurch Road, July 2007 
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Hydrographs 

A hydrograph is a graph to show how and when a rainfall event affects the discharge of a river. 

The amount and intensity of the rainfall is not the only factor influencing the shape of the 

hydrograph. There are other influences: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 

 Have a look at the hydrographs? What factors increase the risk of floods? 

 

 What factors played a part in the Tewkesbury floods of 2007? 
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Looking after the river 

Many of our waterways have been overused and undervalued. A combination of population 

growth, an increase in water use and pollution has put huge pressure on our rivers and streams. 

Research shows that a third of the water we take from rivers is wasted. As a result of this, less 

than a fifth of England’s rivers are healthy, and climate change is putting more pressure on 

them.  

 

Four vital steps needed to protect our rivers: 

 Reduce abstraction 

 

 Decrease pollution 

 

 Revive natural river processes and 

improve habitats 

 Promote better river management. 

 
 

The Environment Agency was created to 

maintain and improve the water environment 

of England and Wales. Their key 

responsibilities are Pollution Control, Water 

Resources, Fisheries and Flood Defence. 

 

Under the 1991 Water Resources Act, they have to provide effective defences for people and 

properties against flooding from rivers and the sea. Also to provide adequate arrangements for 

flood forecasting and warning. 

 

River maintenance is essential to allow the large volume of floodwater to pass safely to the sea. 

The Environment Agency have begun a comprehensive programme of building flood defence 

walls in concrete, steel and brick, where many hundreds of miles of soft flood defence earth 

embankments have been built.  

Activity 

 The River Severn has banks, a channel and water flowing in it. See if you can fill in the 

following chart to explain how it needs to be protected:  

 

What needs to be protected 
What we use the river for Banks Channel  Water 

Draining the land  

 

  

Drinking water for animals and 

humans 

   

Water for industry  

 

  

Walking, fishing, boating  
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River Management: Hard engineering  

Hard engineering management involves using artificial structures, such as dams and 

embankments, to control rivers. 

Dams and reservoirs 

The dam traps water, which builds up behind it, forming a 

reservoir. Water can be released in a controlled way. 

Advantages 

 Can be used to produce electricity by passing the water through 

a turbine within the dam. 

 Reservoirs can attract tourists. 

Disadvantages 

 Very expensive. 

 Dams trap sediment, which means the reservoir can hold less water. 

 Habitats are flooded often leading to rotting vegetation. This releases methane, which is 

a greenhouse gas. 

River straightening and dredging 

Straightening the river speeds up the water so high volumes of 

water can pass through an area quickly. Dredging makes the river 

deeper so it can hold more water. 

Advantages 

 More water can be held in the channel. 

 It can be used to reduce flood risk in built-up areas. 

 Phil Awford, vice chairman of the National Flood Forum, said: "There is this feeling up and 

down the county [Gloucestershire] that dredging is very vital.” 

Disadvantages 

 Dredging needs to be done frequently. 

 Speeding up the river increases flood risk downstream. 

 An Environment Agency spokesperson said: "On the River Severn in Gloucestershire, the 

reduction in flood levels from dredging would be negligible, due to the quantity of water which flows 

along it. At times of flood, the River Severn passing through Tewkesbury has between 700 

and 1,200 tonnes of water per second. This is 20 to 30 times more than the normal river 

The dam of Llyn Clywedog 

on the River Severn 

Dredger out in the water 
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flow levels. The channel would need to be five to 10 times the size it is now to reduce flood 

levels markedly. The river continuously transports and deposits sediment and therefore 

dredging provides very little extra water storage and conveyance.” 

 

Embankments 

Raising the banks of a river means that it can hold more water.  

Advantages 

 A one-off cost. 

 Allows for floodwater to be contained within the river. 

Disadvantages 

 Looks unnatural. 

 Water speeds up and can increase flood risk downstream. 

Flood relief channels 

The floodwater flows into the relief channel and is taken either to an area where it can be 

absorbed, or re-enters the river further down its course. 

Advantages 

 Removes excess water from the river channel to reduce flooding. 

Disadvantages 

 Expensive to build. 

 If water levels continue to rise, the relief channel may also flood. 

 Regular and costly maintenance 

Ditching 

Advantages 

 Flood water is slowed down, as the ditch fills and absorbs some of 

the water. 

Disadvantages 

 Needs regular maintenance to prevent vegetation or silt build up in the ditch 

 Not always possible in urbanised areas.  

 

The river embankments at 

Bewdley, Worcestershire. 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zg4tfrd/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zg4tfrd/revision/3
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River Management: Soft engineering 

Soft engineering management is a more natural approach to manage flooding, such as 

floodplain zoning. 

Flood warnings and preparation 

The environmental agency monitors rivers and issues warnings via newspapers, 

TV, radio and the internet when they are likely to flood so people can prepare. 

Advantages 

 People have time to protect their properties, e.g. with sandbags. 

 Many possessions can be saved, resulting in fewer insurance claims. 

Disadvantages 

 Some people may not be able to access the warnings. 

 Flash floods may happen too quickly for a warning to be effective. 

 They do not stop land from flooding - they just warn people that a flood is likely. 

Floodplain zoning 

Allowing only certain land uses on the 

floodplain reduces the risk of flooding to 

houses and important buildings. 

Advantages 

 More expensive buildings and land 

uses are further away from the river, 

so have a reduced flood risk. 

 Less damage is caused, leading to 

fewer insurance claims. 

Disadvantages 

 Not always possible to change existing land uses. 

 Planners have to decide what type of flood to plan for. 

Activity 

 What forms of river management does Tewkesbury have? 

 

 Could other forms be introduced to reduce the risk of future floods in Tewkesbury? 
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The Environment Agency 

Did you know that The Environment Agency issue flood warning codes? 

The flood warning service has three types of warnings that will help you prepare for flooding 

and take action. 

Flood Watch 

What it means 

 Flooding is possible. Be prepared. 

When is it used? 

 Two hours to two days in advance of flooding 

What to do 

 Be prepared to act on your flood plan. 

 Prepare a flood kit of essential items. 

 Monitor local water levels and the flood forecast on our website. 

 

 

Flood Warning 

What it means 

 Flooding is expected. Immediate action required. 

When is it used? 

 Half an hour to one day in advance of flooding. 

What to do 

 Move family, pets and valuables to a safe place. 

 Turn off gas, electricity and water supplies if safe to do so. 

 Put flood protection equipment in place. 

 

 

Severe Flood Warning 

What it means 
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 Severe flooding. Danger to life. 

When is it used? 

 When flooding poses a significant threat to life. 

What to do 

 Stay in a safe place with a means of escape. 

 Be ready should you need to evacuate from your home. 

 Co-operate with the emergency services. 

 Call 999 if you are in immediate danger. 

 

All Clear 

When warnings are no longer in force, it means that no further flooding is currently expected 

in your area and river or sea conditions are beginning to return to normal. 

 

Activity 

 When was the flood warnings system first introduced? 

 

 Where can someone find the latest flood warning information? 

 

 How often is the flood warnings system updated? 

 

 Did the warning system give people enough time to prepare for the 2007 floods? 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

Tewkesbury: A History of Flooding 

 

 

 

  

  

1950s-1960s: Looking down Church 

Street from the abbey (note the 

elevated wooden paths on the left) 

1929 

Livestock being herded 

through the floodwaters 

1900-1930: Gloucester Road 
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Cotteswold Dairy Van ploughing 

through the floodwater in 1947 

Abbey Mill flooded in 1947 

1956 

A farmer carrying hay to his 

livestock. In the background 

are fields flooded by the 

River Avon 
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Floods, Medieval to Modern Timeline 

(The dates included in the timeline are by no means all of the floods that have occurred, 

although particular attention has been made to Tewkesbury and surrounding towns) 

1484: Tewkesbury: “… there was a remarkable high flood in consequence of the waters 

overflowing the banks of the Severn.” Many people were drowned in their beds, as were 

animals in the fields. 

1588: 29
th

 July: “Great flood…sudden over-flowing of the Severn caused meadows to be 

drowned within 2 days.” 

1611: “Floods began 12
th

 Jan and lasted for a long time. On 30 Jan “increased to so great a 

flood as seldom been seen.” Continued through February. The east bridge over the Avon 

swept away and other bridges destroyed. Much rain fell in July and August. Hay spoiled by 

floods “one renewing and following another” from 19-24
th

 August.  

1640: Tewkesbury “in the midst of harvest not one dry day in a fortnight; and we had 8 floods 

between Midsummer and Michaelmas, for often our Ham was under water, and the hay was all 

lost, and the meadow not half mowed but let rot upon the ground.” 

1673: December, Tewkesbury: “… so high a flood that the water came into a channel of the 

Church street at the bull ring now called the Crescent.” 

1720: “We had floods that spoiled most of the hay upon the Severn and Avon.” 

1725: “This year was 10 floods on Swilgate, 6 floods on Avon, 5 floods on Severn” 

1736: “2
nd

 July, it began raining in the evening, being on a Friday, and continued raining more 

or less till July 5
th

, which occasioned a Great Flood which carried away a great deal of hay out of 

the Ham. A great many people carried the hay that day out of the Ham till the waters were so 

high that it was dangerous to fetch anymore.” 

1740: 10
th

 December: “The Severn was higher on the 10
th

 than it had been ever since the year 

1672. As it rose suddenly much damage was done and several persons drowned…” 

1749: 15
th

 May: “A great deal of rain fell in a few hours, so that Breedon Meadows was under 

water a great height… in the road between Hardwick and Upper Mitton it was up to the skirts of 

the horse’s saddle, almost ready to swim. Care was taken to draw the flood gates and the gates 

at the Mills, that it took off the waters so that Avon Ham was not flooded.” 

1768: December: “At Gloucester the express was retarded by ten hours by the floods…the 

roads are [also] impassable.” 

1769: 14
th

 March: “we rode towards Tewkesbury…but we could not get to it; the floods were so 

high…” 

1770: “The highest flood ever remembered at Tewkesbury, occasioned by a prodigious fall of 

snow, which was succeeded by 3 days and 3 nights heavy rain without intermission. On 
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Saturday 17 November the water came up the Gander Lane and St Mary’s Lane and met in 

Church Street … on Sunday 18
th

 several boats were employed … in supplying those with 

necessaries who were confined to their upper rooms. In St Mary’s Lane, the lower storeys were 

entirely under water, and many of the inhabitants were taken out of their chamber windows 

into boats, together with their beds and furniture. It came into the church and chancel… and 

scarce a gravestone that was not turned upon its edge… two tenements near the Mills were 

washed down, but providentially no lives were lost.” 

1773: May “the water of this flood fryed up the Grass and even the Hedges were almost killed, 

and in Gardens where it came, the Beans and Peas and other Garden Stuff, was quite 

destroyed.” 

1787: “They [local officers and the common council of the borough] caused part of Church 

Street, which was most subject to inundation to be sunk about 20 inches lower and made an 

underground watercourse or drain across the Street and down St Mary’s Lane, which will in all 

probability in any common flood of long continuance fill many (if not all) the cellars in that 

neighbourhood, hurt the foundations of houses, and be very detrimental to property if not to 

passengers.” 

1795: February: “the river Severn has overflowed its banks and covered an extent of country for 

a great number of miles with water… upwards of 50 bridges have been totally destroyed, and a 

great number of others much damaged.”  

1814: Tewkesbury: “the water was so high…persons sailed in boats completely around the 

town” 

1818: The River Severn was flooded 5 times, but this year also had the longest drought in 

memory! 

1852: “At Shrewsbury more than 700 houses were flooded…the whole vale of Gloucester was 

one wide-spreading sea” 

1910: December: “record floods occurred in the middle of December, round Gloucester, 

Tewkesbury and Worcester, the rivers Severn and Avon overflowed their banks, and postmen 

used boats to deliver letters.” 

1947- The Severn Ham was under 6 ft. of water. ‘Bakers in Shrewsbury earned a name for 

cricket-bowling accuracy for lobbing loaves from skiffs into upstairs windows.’ 

2007: Power off for a day, no water for two weeks for over 300,000 people, bowsers on the 

street, army and navy, panic about major substation serving 500,000 people. Three people died 

and hundreds had to be evacuated from Tewkesbury. Over 1800 houses and 300 businesses 

were flooded. Habitats destroyed and wildlife drowned by the floodwater 
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Activity 

 

Have a look through the timeline and find examples where the floods have caused: 

 Loss of life 

 

 

 Damage to the environment e.g. meadows 

 

 

 Disruption to transportation 

 

 

 Damage to property or manmade structures 

 

 

 Example of work being done to reduce the impact of future floods. 

 

Write the appropriate years under the headings or underline the evidence with different 

colours.  

 What year do you think the worst flood occurred? ……………………………….. 

 

 

 How did the 2007 floods compare to previous years? 

 

 Write a timeline for the 2007 floods? 
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John Moore and the Floods 

Summer Floods   

(Come Rain, Come Shine 1956) 

Countrymen set store by anniversaries; especially I think anniversaries of 

disaster.  Every 5
th

 of June in the Swan bar at Elmbury somebody is 

“minded” of the great flood of 1924…. 

Summer floods, of course, are rare and therefore catastrophic.  They ruin 

the crops and catch the farmers’ stock in the river meadows.  Nobody is 

prepared for them.  This flood soon began to bring down with it not only 

debris but a strange harvest from the river’s upper reaches.  Haycocks, half submerged like ice-

bergs; empty boats, torn from light summer moorings; drowned cattle, sheep and pigs; a 

carthorse, swimming, which someone skilfully lassoed and dragged ashore.  There was a fowl 

house with a barnyard cockerel sitting on top of it.  It bumped against the supports of King 

John’s Bridge, and then tore through one of the arches, whizzing round and round like a 

teetotum.  The rooster looked bewildered, fluttered his wings hopelessly, and crowed as if he 

cried “Ahoy!” to the watchers on the next bridge downstream.  The old men gave him a cheer.    

 

When the Waters Recede 

(Come Rain, Come Shine 1956) 

The flood left a stinking residue behind it.  The hay and the un-mown grass rotted in the fields.  

There were no buttercups on Elmbury Ham that year, no huddle of ricks in the yard of the 

Old Mill.  The silt lay three inches deep in Elmbury’s cellars, and for weeks afterwards, on 

every sunny day, you saw the cottagers putting out their pathetic sticks of furniture to dry.  The 

queer musty smell of the flood was in our nostrils for ages; and the old men, each summer, will 

smell it again in memory.   

June, 1924: when Elmbury was an island, and punts plied in the streets, and men brought out 

their penknives and made little marks in the brick or stone of their houses, marks which you 

can still find if you look for them, to record for their sons and their grandsons the topmost limit 

of the memorable flood.  

 

Tewkesbury Ham 

(‘Portrait of Elmbury’ 1945) 

‘At least every man, woman and child in Elmbury had the right to walk 

and play in the field, which gave them a good possessive feeling about it.  

It was always “our Ham.” 
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The Habitat of Tewkesbury Ham 

The name derives from the Saxon word ‘ham’ or ‘hamm’, 

meaning ‘meadow in the bend of a river’, ‘water meadow’, 

or ‘flood plain.’ 

As a wildlife habitat, Tewkesbury Ham can mainly be 

classed as lowland neutral grassland, which means that it is 

dominated by grasses and herbs on a soil, which is neither 

strongly acidic, nor strongly alkaline, soils like this 

commonly, occur inn damp conditions and are difficult to 

cultivate.  

The Ham has only been semi-improved for farming and is flooded during the winter months 

by the rivers that surround it, the Severn, Avon and Swilgate. The silt, which is brought down 

by these rivers, is then deposited on the Ham, which is why it is so fertile. 

The Ham in Tewkesbury is one of the few remaining traditionally managed Ham meadows.  

Today, Tewkesbury Town Council owns the Ham 

and manages it to strict environmental standards under 

a Countryside Stewardship agreement with Natural 

England. The grass is cut in late summer, which allows 

the seeds to ripen and fall after providing a nesting 

habitat for birds. Local farmers buy the hay and the 

aftermath for grazing. The long continuity of 

management provided by this system has enabled a 

rich wildlife community to develop in this habitat.  

 

Activity 

 What is a habitat? 

 

 What do creatures need in their habitat? 
 

 

 What types of habitats are there? 

 

 

 What habitats can be found in Tewkesbury? 

 

 Can animals live in more than one type of habitat? 
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Wildlife Activity 

Write the correct name under each mammal, bird and fish: 

  

Mink   Mallard Duck   Banded Demoiselle Damselfly  Eel 

 

Lamprey  Twaite Shad Fish  Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly   Coot 

 

Water Vole  Cormorant   Dock Leaf Beetle    Otter 

 

Illustrations by Jaime Fowkes 
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Food chains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of Food Chains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think! What would happen if one of the creatures were removed from a food pyramid? 

Food pyramids 

A food pyramid is a way to demonstrate a food 

chain. Each level consumes those on the level below.  

A food pyramid usually starts with green plants, the 

‘producers’, at the bottom and ends with the chief 

predator at the top.  

In a food chain, only a small amount of energy is 

passed on to each level. This means that there are 

normally a lot of producers in each habitat but only a 

few of the top predators. This is because there is not 

enough energy passed on to support many top 

predators.  

Shrew 

Spider 

Hoverfly 

 

Flower Nectar 

Mink 

2
nd

 Consumer 

1
st

 Consumer 

Producer 

 Top 

Predator 

 

Nymph 

 

 

 

Activity 

Write the following in the correct order on the 

food pyramid opposite: 

 Rotting leaf 

 Frog 

 Heron 

 Larva 

 

Vole 

Reed 

 Mink 
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The Effects of Flooding on Wildlife and Nature 

In urban areas like Tewkesbury, floodwater can often wash harmful debris into the local 

environment, which can be very harmful to animals. A flood will increase the dispersal of litter, 

which some animals may ingest or become tangled up in. Also, chemicals from industrial sites 

and pesticides from farmers’ fields can leach into the water, making it toxic for people and 

animals to consume.   

Mammals at risk  

Drowning is a major problem for mammals caught in floods, any animal 

unable to reach higher ground will most likely die. Hedgehogs, which are 

already in decline, are amongst those most at risk of drowning. Equally at 

risk are other ground dwelling mammals, such as moles, shrews, voles and 

mice. Populations of earthworms, snails and beetles are also drastically 

effected. Many animals such as birds, hedgehogs and badgers need large populations of 

earthworms to eat, so a decline in their food source will significantly reduce their chance of 

survival. 

Mammals that dig burrows or tunnels are particularly affected by 

flooding, as their underground systems can easily fill with water, 

causing the animal to drown. Examples of this are moles, foxes, 

rabbits and badgers. Although otters are semi-aquatic they need access 

to land, particularly when they have offspring, as the kits are raised 

away from the river and need to learn to swim. Animals that need to 

forage for food struggle to do so when it is waterlogged.  

Birds  

Birds that eat grains, insects or worms are affected in similar ways to mammals. Birds of prey 

that hunt other birds and small mammals may also struggle to find food. An example of a bird 

that is particularly affected is the owl. Not only does the owl need to be able to hunt mice in 

grassland, but it is also unable to fly in rain, as its feathers are not waterproof.  

Bees 

Bees, already threatened by the destruction of hedgerows and the increase of 

large arable fields, are among the worst affected. Since bees have a very high 

metabolism, they are unable to go for more than a few hours without food, and 

cannot survive the time it takes for floodwater to drain away.  

Fish 

Fish may be adversely affected by water contamination due to litter or chemicals. Salmon may 

be able to use floods to reach inaccessible places, however eggs could die if laid in an 

unsuitable place once the water recedes (as they usually lay eggs in gravel). Juvenile fish are not 

strong swimmers, and may be washed out of the river and die. 
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Reptiles and amphibians 

Snakes suffer the same problems as other animals that are ground 

dwelling, since their food sources are often washed away by floods. 

Spawn of frogs and newts struggle when the water flow increases 

because of flooding. Grass snakes, smooth and great crested newts 

and common frogs have been reported in Tewkesbury.  

Livestock 

Livestock that is not moved to higher ground is at risk of drowning, as they cannot escape easily 

to higher ground themselves. Contaminated water and food will cause problems, as the 

livestock will  not get enough sustenance. Cows may be unable to get the water they need to 

produce sufficient quantities of milk, with a herd needing gallons of water per day. Both 

grassland and stored feed are at risk of contamination for farmland animals. 

Trees  

Flooding decreases oxygen levels in soil, which means fine roots, start 

to die. This means that the trees’ ability to take in water is reduced, 

which causes foliage to wilt. Trees affected by flooding may have leaf 

discoloration (usually yellowing) and wilting, and may prematurely go 

into autumn colours and drop their leaves.  

Animals that need foliage for food or shelter may be effected by this, and plants may also 

struggle without shade when they need it. It takes several years for a tree to completely recover 

from a flooding event like the 2007 floods, during this recovery period the tree will be more 

vulnerable to attack from pests and pathogens.  

 

Activity 

 Choose one of the species mentioned and research why the river is important to them? 

 

 What are the major consequences of floodwater affecting the environment? [Teachers’ 

Note i.e. scarcity of food, rising food prices, farmers losing their livelihoods etc.]  
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2007: A Case Study 

Following a very dry April, the summer of 2007 was one of the wettest on record. By the end of 

June, heavy rainfall overloaded drainage systems by the influx of surface water and very high 

water levels in main rivers and brooks, leading to flooding in some areas in Gloucestershire. 

However, during July the rains were even heavier. On 20th July, two months' worth of rain fell 

in 14 hours. This ultimately resulted in two emergencies; widespread flooding and water 

shortages. Data on rainfall and river levels show that the summer 2007 floods were extreme, 

with only a 1-in-150 chance of this level of flooding occurring in any one year.  

 

With floodwater reaching over two metres in some places, over 1800 homes were flooded 

around Tewkesbury. Electricity was lost to 48,000 homes across Gloucestershire for two days. 

Over half the homes in Gloucestershire and 7,500 businesses were without any mains water for 

up to twelve days and seventeen days for drinking water. 

 

Early on Sunday 22 July, Mythe water treatment works near Tewkesbury was flooded and had 

to be shut down. Mythe represented a single point of failure, as the households supplied by the 

works could not receive a piped water supply from any other source. This left 350,000 people 

across Gloucestershire without drinking water for up to seventeen days – the largest loss of 

essential services since the Second World War. 
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Picture gallery of 2007 Flooding in Tewkesbury 
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What did Tewkesbury Borough Council do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rest centres with food, 

drink and support 

Offices were open 24hrs 

a day for six days and 

then 6am - 10 pm for 

two weeks 

Distributed sandbags 

Provided housing 

advice and support 

Environmental health 

advice to individuals and 

businesses 

Bottled water distributed 

via 85 distribution points 

and direct distribution to 

vulnerable people 

Collected flood 

damaged goods 

Provided 133 portaloos 

Temporary satellite 

doctors surgery for one 

week 

Surveyed all 

flooded properties 

Repaired 

damaged assets 

Clear up the 

aftermath of 

flooding 

Information to public 

via press releases and 

website 

Distribute furniture 

through the Furniture 

Recycling Project 

Help organise flood 

relief events i.e. Rugby 

Relief to raise money 

and morale 
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Statistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25,000 sandbags distributed 

 

Over 1800 houses and 300 businesses 

were flooded 

500 people housed through rest centres 

95% of homes without water for a period 

of time 

High percentage of homes without 

electricity for a period 

 5 million litres of water distributed 

through 85 different places 

 Over 700 requests to collect flood 

damaged items 

10,000 motorists stranded overnight on the M5 

207 council staff working in the 

emergency, involving 7,174 

hours of work, up to and 

including Monday 30th July 

2007 

 

200 tonnes of sand used 

 

In Tewkesbury, at the end of November 

there were still 1,800 people out of their 

homes, with 200 families expected to be 

living in caravans over the Christmas 

period and into early 2008 

53 schools across the county were 

damaged 

420 roads were damaged across the 

county 
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Memories of the floods 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“On Friday 20
th
, the rain was so heavy, more akin 

to a tropical downpour...the rainwater was flowing 

down the pavement of Gloucester Road and the 

traffic had started to backup. Fortunately, my wife 

came and got me in our four wheel drive – I was 

very soggy, but very grateful!”  

Simon Lawton, John Moore Museum Curator 

"This whole incident has been unprecedented 

and we recognise the immense inconvenience 

that so many of our customers have faced 

during the last two weeks.  We greatly admire 

everyone's resilience and the neighbourly spirit 

that has been evident throughout and want to 

thank them for their patience and tolerance of 

the situation." 

Tony Wray, Severn Trent Water's Managing 

Director 

"We've been playing a game with the kids, 

seeing how many different things we can spot 

floating… We've had cars, bins, carpets, sofas 

and even goldfish. The kids have been out with 

their nets. At least they're having fun but I can 

tell you I'm not looking forward to the next few 

days." 

 Andy Trowse 

"I walked in and there was water everywhere with 

the dog just standing there looking at me, 

wondering what was going on… We have just 

built an extension and it's ruined. The decking is 

floating around the back garden. We've lost a lot 

of photographs and the children were scared. 

Luckily a woman we don't even know, but who 

knows a friend, has given us the keys to her 

house and told us to stay as long as we want. 

It'll be a year I reckon until we can live back here, 

but at least we're still alive." 

Bridget Lockyer 

“It was like it was the end of the world… Water 

was everywhere and it all happened within a 

couple of hours. The worrying thing was that we 

just didn’t know when it was going to stop rising.” 

“It was a life changing experience.” 

Tim Aston 

“The thing that I found most difficult… was to 

find out what was the truth about water. Can you 

drink it? Can you use it in the dishwasher? Can 

you boil it? They didn’t know and they said first it 

wasn’t drinkable.”  

Business Owner, Tewkesbury 

"Everything you've built up over your life is just 

gone. All the photographs have gone, all the 

memories, gifts from the children, all your 

personal things have gone." 

Sheila Heath 

"The abbey changed from being an ark to being 

an icon of resilience. It was like a ship 

ploughing through the waters. It was an icon of 

hope."  

Canon Williams 

"The whole area was like a lake, there was 

somebody coming up the road in a canoe; it 

was totally surreal." 

Sheila Heath 

“Wet feet and dry taps”  

Council Officer 
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“All the lanes around seemed to have become 

streams and rivers and torrents of water were 

pouring all around us; it was frightening as it was 

impossible to see the road surface.” 

Jean Charlton 

“I could not get back to my cottage just outside 

Tewkesbury and did not know where my husband 

was, as the mobile phone network was jammed. 

The next morning we made contact, he had been 

released from work early, but had to spend the 

night in the car in a hotel car park as the M50 was 

closed and all the lanes around our home were 

flooded.” 

Jean Charlton 

 

“With the Mythe Water Treatment Works shut 

down on the 22nd, we washed using water from our 

garden water butt, which also came in handy for 

flushing the toilet.” 

Simon Lawton 

“When the water receded large swathes of the 

countryside resembled a churned up WWI 

battlefield. When walking into Tewkesbury, you 

could smell the town before you saw it, as the mud 

and sewage dried in the balmy summer air.” 

Simon Lawton 

“The John Moore Museum was left high and dry 

in the centre of the temporary Island Republic of 

Tewkesbury Abbey.” 

Simon Lawton 

“Our daughter phoned us from Hong Kong to 

check that we were okay. She had been surprised 

to see a photo of Tewkesbury underwater on the 

front page of her local newspaper... the media 

flooded into Tewkesbury; one minute we were 

walking past John Snow and Channel 4 and the 

next it was Al Jazeera.” 

Simon Lawton 

“It was nearly a week before residents of Mitton were 

able to walk into town. The parapets on the bridge 

had been washed away and we had to wait for the 

Army to build a temporary structure before we could 

cross the Carrant brook again.” 

Janet Thomson 

“I had to walk to Mitton which was okay until I came 

to the bridge over the Carrant Brook. Water was 

already over the road so I had to paddle through. 

When I reached Carrant Road people were putting 

sandbags around their houses. Their gardens backed 

onto the brook and their gardens are often flooded. 

On this occasion six houses were flooded.” 

Janet Thomson 

“On Saturday morning, Severn Trent announced 

that water supplies were soon to be cut off for the 

duration of the emergency. We were urged to fill 

anything we had with clean water. A neighbour filled 

his bath before hunting around for buckets to fill.” 

 Haydn Hughes 

“Limited supplies of drinking water were available 

for collection at distribution points and Severn 

Trent deployed water bowsers around the 

borough. The bowsers were not re-filled very 

frequently and some people vented their 

frustration by smashing the dispensing valves.” 

Haydn Hughes 

“We were lucky to be re-connected at a relatively 

early stage. We found ourselves to be suddenly 

popular with unwashed kith and kin looking for 

shower and laundry facilities.” 

Haydn Hughes 

“Carol and I volunteered to help dispense bottled 

water from Gloucestershire County Council/ 

COBRA at B&Q Cheltenham… meticulously 

organised, incoming vehicles were directed into the 

carpark with boots open, bottles in and away they 

went. One man would stagger in on a bike every forty 

minutes and cycle away with two boxes of water –

‘doing it for granny he said.” 

Haydn Hughes 
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“There were two tidemarks on the hedgerows. The 

top one, the high water mark, coloured the leaves 

light brown down for about a meter, mud from the 

water.  Below this the leaves were black and dead.” 

Martin Corrigan 

“As you approach across the Swilgate there’s an 

elegant row of Victorian or Edwardian villas on 

the left.  They were in a sorry state with ruined 

furnishings stacked in the front gardens awaiting 

disposal – clearly they’d been visited by the river.” 

Martin Corrigan 

“The poor ferryman at the Lower Lode drowned in 

the floods.  He stayed in a caravan high on the river 

bank…but it was reported that he drowned while 

trying to secure his boat.” 

Martin Corrigan 

“The floods inundated the water treatment plant 

at the Mythe. This meant that several hundred 

thousand people in Gloucestershire were without 

running water for 3 weeks. No hot water, no 

showers, no toilet flushing, no washing machine.  

You can wash your hands with gel, not soap and 

water. Plastic cutlery, plates, cups and glasses that 

didn’t need washing.  Feeling a bit grubby and 

grimy, which was okay ‘cos it’s the same for 

everyone.” 

Martin Corrigan 

“There was a pervasive lurking dread that at any 

time the lights could go out.  The electricity 

distribution site for 250,000 people was at Walham 

by the Severn at Gloucester. The army was fighting a 

desperate battle to keep the water out. They won, 

but for several weeks it was touch and go.  Everyone 

was on tenterhooks because losing the power supply 

would have been catastrophic.” 

Martin Corrigan 

“The legacy we are left with is one of anxiety when 

we have heavy rainfall, and I still keep sandbags at 

the ready. This was a life changing experience; 

one which we hope will never be repeated.” 

John McCloy 

“Around 2am we were woken by a ringing sound 

which turned out to be water in the telephone 

socket. My wife went downstairs to investigate and to 

her horror stepped into 10” of very cold flood 

water….pots, pans, cleaning products, books etc. 

floating throughout the ground floor.” 

John McCloy 

“Several days later we were able to open all the 

doors and windows, remove carpets, curtains and 

furniture. I removed skirting boards and wallpaper 

to prevent rising damp reaching the ceiling. The 

insurers then arranged for a company to continue 

the drying out process. On completion, the 

builders started the renovation work.” 

John McCloy 

“Our neighbours very kindly provided coffee and 

a warm house, which was really appreciated in 

such a distressing situation. As a Borough 

Councillor, I was able to arrange for more 

sandbags, and I helped to deliver bread and water 

to residents who were unable to get to the shops. 

It was a case of the community coming together to 

help each other in any way they could.” 

John McCloy 

Activity 

 Write an emotive first person account of 

experiencing the 2007 floods. 

 Read through the memories and find examples 

of: 

How the floodwater looked 

Community spirit 

Repercussions of the flood (e.g. loss of property, 

lack of drinking water) 

 



40 

 

Social Media Coverage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Thousands without fresh water as floods 

bring chaos” The Guardian 

 

“350,000 homes lose water supplies as flood 

misery grows” The Guardian 

“Water runs out in flood-hit areas” BBC News 

“Floods: Spirits dampened in Tewkesbury” 

The Telegraph 

 

“Rescue teams tackle flood chaos” BBC News 

“Flooding worst in modern history” Express 

“Floods of summer 2007 cost the country 

£3.2bn, says Environment Agency” The 

Telegraph 

 

HEADLINE NEWS… 

“UK battles worst floods in 60 years” Al Jazeera 

“What caused the flooding?” Channel 4 News 
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More than ten years on… 

More than ten years have now passed since the 2007 floods. On anniversaries of the flood we 

see a resurgence in media coverage, as the flooding is remembered in newspaper articles, on 

the TV and radio. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Activity  

 Research the 2007 coverage of the floods 

 

 Create three original newspaper headlines on the 2007 flooding 

 

 How was the social media coverage of the flooding helpful? 

 

 Did the social media coverage cause any negative repercussions? [Teachers’ note e.g. 

initial decline in tourism after the floodwater had receded, as people were warned that 

Tewkesbury was not safe to visit.] 

 

“Where were you during the Great Floods of July 2007?” – The Independent 

“Tewkesbury Abbey surrounded by ‘chain of hope’ one year after 

devastating floods. More than 500 people joined hands around the abbey 

marking the town’s rebirth.”- The Telegraph 

“The wettest summer on record – 10 years on from the 2007 floods.” - BBC News 

“The 2007 floods aren't Gloucestershire’s worst ever natural disaster”- Gloucestershire Live 

“Even after all this time, museum visitors will still ask if we had been flooded 

out in 207. Flood tourism continues to bring people in, especially when the 

waters rise each winter.” - Simon Lawton, Museum Curator 

“Floods in 2007 not due to global warming.”– The Telegraph 
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The 2007 floods and our wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Animals at almost all stages 

of the food chain, from 

insects to small mammals 

and birds, are already 

thought to be drowning or 

dying from lack of food.” 

“Hedgehogs are already undergoing a 

national decline and the floods just put extra 

pressure on them. Unless they get to areas 

of high ground they will drown,” said an 

RSPB spokesman, adding that moles, 

shrews, field voles and wood mice were also 

at risk. 

“The chicks of many "low 

scrub nesters", such as 

chiffchaffs, willow warblers, 

sedge warblers and reed 

buntings, have drowned.” 

"There could also be disastrous consequences for habitats such as hay meadows, as the hay crop will be 

uncuttable. The annual hay cut allows things to grow later in the season, so failure now means wild flowers that 

normally grow up through in the late summer could have their growth 'strangled' by the mass of rotting uncut 

hay grass. This in turn will have a knock-on effect for the insects that rely on wild flowers for nectar."  

The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 

“All young ground-nesting 

birds, which were not able 

to fly before the floods 

arrived, are believed to have 

perished.” 

Rare species suffer as 

floods wash away young 

Activity 

 Which species of mammals, birds and fish suffered the most? 

 Did the farmers have time to herd their livestock to safety? 

 How did local pet owners struggle caring for their animals?  
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Tewkesbury nature reserve 

 

After the 2007 floods, a group of individuals got together to 

see what could be done with the stretch of land running 

from Prior’s Park to the newer housing development of 

Walton Cardiff. This was an area that flooded year after 

year, and the group wanted to explore a way that it could be 

better managed and used as an amenity for the public. The 

idea of an urban nature reserve was put forward, which led 

to the foundation of Tewksbury Nature Reserve Ltd. A 

plan was put together to manage a new nature reserve, which would increase local biodiversity 

and improve urban drainage.  

 

The project was inspired by a greater awareness by the community of the link between urban 

living and the influence of nature following the 2007 floods. One of their primary objectives is 

‘to enhance the rivers flowing through the site, to restore habitat, improve water and aid flood 

alleviation by creating more space for water and wildlife in the flood plain.’ 

 

A series of surveys found 68 species of birds in the reserve, including Biodiversity Action Plan 

(BAP) priority species such as the cuckoo (whose UK numbers have dropped by 65% since the 

1980’s), song thrush and linnet. A survey by the Gloucestershire Invertebrate Group found 87 

species, a bat walk recorded common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle and noctule bats.  

 

New and reshaped bends in the river provide more suitable conditions for fish to breed and 

reed beds encourage wildlife such as reed warblers and otters. The site is an example of how a 

nature reserve can exist within an urban environment, and benefit both wildlife and human 

inhabitants through environmental conservation.  
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What has been done since the 2007 floods?  

 34 new flood defences were built by 2008, providing protection to 30,000 homes. 

 Environment agency now holds flood prevention classes in areas at risk of possible 

future floods. 

 The county has set up a free flood-warning scheme and at least 73,000 people have 

signed up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 

A cofferdam has been built either side of 

the movable weir to allow refurbishment 

under the Environment Agency. 

Located on the River Avon 

2015 

The Environment Agency, Tewkesbury Borough 

Council and Gloucestershire County Council 

working together to clear out the ditches. 

The cleared ditches absorb some of the 

floodwater, which increases the time it takes the 

floodwaters to breach the ditch’s banks. 

Since 2007, Severn Trent has spent more than 

£36 million on new pipelines and flood 

defences around the water treatment works. 

Completed timber clad sheet piles along the 

River Severn protecting the Mythe Water 

Treatment Works. 
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Worried about flooding near you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are also cameras focused on the river, which can give you live images of the rivers 

around Tewkesbury.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency 

River and sea levels are regularly checked by this network of monitoring stations. These levels can help you 

understand your flood risk now and in the next few days. Enter a postcode or a place name to get 

information from your nearest stations, 0r use the map to explore an area and the stations within it. 

This way you can see the current water levels in the rivers near you and sign up for warnings. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
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Want to learn more? Take part in our Flooding workshop at the John Moore 

Museum 
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Workshop Images 
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Glossary 

Banks: the sides of a river’s channel  

Bed: the base of the river’s channel 

Channel: the bed and banks that the river flows through  

Confluence: where two rivers or two streams meet 

Discharge: the amount of water flowing in a river 

Drainage area: the amount of land drained by the river and its tributaries 

Dredging: digging mud and other material from the river bed 

Erosion: the wearing away of rocks and soil by the action of the river 

Estuary: this is where the river meets the sea 

Evacuate: to move people away from a danger area 

Flood chain: a set of feeding links between animals and vegetation  

Floodplain: an area of flat land near a river that is often flooded when the river 

becomes too full 

Invertebrates: animals without backbones 

Marina: a harbour specially built for boats to be moored 

Meanders: winding curves or bends in a river. 

Meander core: the land on the inside of a meander  

Mouth: where the river meets the sea or lake or large river 

Mudflats: large areas of mud on the edges of the estuary that are covered and uncovered by 

tides daily 

Navigable: a waterway that is deep enough for boats to travel along  

Nutrients: food for animals, insects and plants 

Polluted: to make an area or substance, usually air, water, or soil, dirty or harmful to people, 

animals, and plants, especially by adding harmful chemicals 

Reservoir: where a dam blocks a valley to store water 

Run-off: water that does not sink into the ground 

Saturation: when the soil is full of water it will not absorb any more 
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Saltmarsh: marshland that is covered by salt water of the estuary during high tides  

Sewage: liquid waste drained from houses 

Source: where a river begins 

Thaw: when the temperature rises and melts snow and ice 

Transportation: the river carrying soil, sand and rocks 

Tributaries: rivers that flow into larger rivers 

Waterfall: a cascade of water falling from a height, formed when a river or stream flows over a 

precipice or steep incline. 

Weirs: barriers across the river to maintain depth and control flow  
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Did You Know…? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A tap that drips once a 

second will waste 44,000 

litres of water per year. Each person uses 

about 70,000 

litres of water a 

year. 

If you leave the tap 

running while you brush 

your teeth, you will use 

eight times more water 

than if you turn it off. 

70 per cent of the 

human body is 

water. 

A shower takes two-

thirds less water 

than having a bath. 

Only 0.02 per cent of the 

world’s water can be used by 

humans. The rest is either 

sea water or polar ice.  
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The John Moore Museum is dedicated to education for all ages, backgrounds and 

circumstances. As such, we provide both formal and informal education opportunities for a 

variety of audiences, including school workshops, loans and outreach sessions, museum 

workshops, costumed tours, talks and different ways of telling stories. The main themes of our 

education programme are Local History, the Tudors, Living Things (Science), Places of 

Worship, Flooding (Geography) & Travellers. 

To find out more about our education programme for schools, please contact our Learning and 

Access Officer on 01684 297174 or via education@johnmooremuseum.org

 

 


