School Visits
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 The John Moore Countryside Museum

41 Church Street

Tewkesbury

Gloucestershire

GL20 5SN

01684 297174
www.johnmooremuseum.org
education@johnmooremuseum.org
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1. Introduction

Welcome to the John Moore Countryside Museum and the Merchant’s House. This pack is designed to introduce you to our Education Service and to assist you in planning a school visit.

We are located in a row of 15th century timber-framed buildings, next to Tewkesbury Abbey. Originally homes and shops, most of the houses are still lived in.

The John Moore Countryside Museum is set on three floors and is home to a Natural History collection featuring specimens of the mammals and birds native to our countryside, especially farmlands, woodlands and wetlands. 
The Museum is the perfect place to introduce your class to the wonders of the British countryside. Here, your pupils can discover how small a pygmy shrew is, how big a badger is and how soft a fox's brush is. Many of our animals can be touched, so you can really get close to nature! 
We also own the Merchant's House, just a few doors down the street. This Tudor building is a fully restored shop and home, which gives an insight into the life of ‘normal’ people in the Tudor period. It is spread over two floors and is a brilliant example of the construction of an early Tudor shop and home. You can see the original oak timber frame with mortice and tenon joints, wattle and daub walls and a smoke void. 

A visit to the Merchant’s House really brings history to life. Pupils can compare living conditions in the 15th century with their own lives, discover how Tudor buildings were constructed and find out about the daily lives of Tudor people. 
2. Location

The Museum is situated on Church Street, Tewkesbury, in the Tudor Row of buildings which back onto the Abbey. This is just a short walk from the centre of town. 

Take Junction 9 off the M5, or follow the A38 and follow the signs to Tewkesbury Abbey.
There are several car-parks nearby, the nearest being on Gander Lane, next to the Abbey. If you travel by coach, we recommend that you are dropped off at the Crescent, right next to the row of Tudor buildings. You will be met here by Museum staff.
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3. Opening times, booking and contacts
We are open for school visits and Outreach sessions all year around but booking is essential. Schools are welcome to visit between 9am and 5pm.

To book a visit or Outreach session, or to discuss your requirements, please contact us:

	Eleanor Crossland


Museum Education Officer

The John Moore Countryside Museum

41, Church Street

Tewksbury

Gloucestershire

GL20 5SN

01684 297174

education@johnmooremuseum.org


	Simon Lawton

Curator

The John Moore Countryside Museum

41, Church Street

Tewksbury

Gloucestershire

GL20 5SN

01684 297174

curator@johnmooremuseum.org 


Teachers are welcome to make a free preliminary visit to plan a visit and carry out a risk assessment. 

Joint visits

If you are travelling from outside Tewkesbury, have you considered combining a visit to the Museum with a visit to Tewkesbury’s other heritage sites? We can co-ordinate your day with visits to Tewkesbury Abbey, Out of the Hat and Tewkesbury Museum. 

In the past school groups have visited the John Moore Museum in the morning and moved onto another site. If you have a very large group, we can split the group into two – each half visiting a different site in the morning and swopping in the afternoon.
4. Education services

The education service at the John Moore Countryside Museum covers three subjects: Tudors, Natural History and Travellers. 
Workshops are linked to the National Curriculum and we are happy to tailor them to your exact requirements.
Our cross-curricular workshops are summarised below. More information, including sample day-plans and detailed lesson plans, is available in our Workshops brochure. 
Tudors: 
1: Hunting for Clues
Pupils complete a variety of activities to help them discover all the details about daily Tudor life and living conditions.
 
2: Looking at Tudor Buildings
A curator-led session on the design and construction of timber-framed buildings. Examine mortice & tenon joints, wattle & daub walls, A-framed roofs. See the kinds of tools that were used in construction.
Tudor Loans Collection

We have a large range of replica Tudor objects and resources for loan, including porringers, trenchers, pocket sundials and even chamber pots! Please see www.johnmooremuseum.org/Education-/The-Tudors.html for a full inventory.

Tudor Living History

Twice a year – in September and March - we host costumed re-enactors who transform the Merchant’s House into a proper home and place of work. Pupils get the chance to explore a fully furnished house, find out what Tudor people ate, how they washed, what medicines they took and how they often lived and worked in the same building. NB. We charge £4 per pupil for Living History Workshops.
Natural History:

Struggling to teach Habitats? Looking at living things in the environment but having trouble finding any animals to identify? Our Natural History collection gives pupils the chance to see and often touch the animals they are studying. What better way to explain the importance of a mole's strong front feet than by seeing them up close? 
You can also use our collection as part of your arts programme - record first-hand observations and develop ideas. The preserved animals provide both visual and tactile elements which can encourage understanding of form, shape, texture and tone.
We run workshops (in house and Outreach) about Adaptations, Nocturnal Animals, Habitats and Food chains but can provide artefacts and resources to suit your curriculum.
Suggestions for preparatory and follow-up work are provided in the teacher packs for our workshops. 
You can find lots more information about Tudor buildings (including interactive tours) and our animal and bird collections, on our website: www.johnmooremuseum.org
Travellers:
We have a large collection of handling objects for schools to borrow, developed in partnership with Gloucestershire County Council's Traveller Education Service. The objects are supported by written materials and are ideal to help teach Citizenship & Diversity.  
The collection is free to schools which have Traveller children on their register and £10 for other schools. 
A full inventory is available at: http://www.johnmooremuseum.org/Education-/Travellers-Loans-Collection.html
5. Essential Information
What to bring

If possible, it is helpful for pupils to bring clipboards and pencils. 
The Museum and Merchant’s House are original buildings dating from the 15th century. In the winter is can get very cold in the Museum. Pupils should therefore wear warm clothing and bring coats. The stairs and floor in the Merchant’s House are very uneven so it is essential that visitors wear appropriate, practical footwear. 
Toilets
There are no toilet facilities at the John Moore Countryside Museum but school groups may use the Abbey’s toilets approximately 100 metres away. These can be accessed via the Abbey Lawn at the rear of the buildings. We suggest that schools use the facilities before their visit to avoid disruption.

Bags

Bags may be stored in the John Moore Museum during the visit. Please note that we do not have space to store packed lunches in a fridge. 

Lunch

Unfortunately we do not have space for school groups to use the Museum at lunch-time. We can arrange for you to use the Old Baptist Chapel (a short walk down the road) or if it is good weather, you can picnic on the Abbey lawn. Pupils may also run around to let off steam after they have eaten!

If you are combining a Museum visit with a trip to the Abbey then we can arrange for you to use the Abbey Hall for lunch.
Photography

Photography is allowed in all parts of the Museum and Merchant’s House.

Accessibility
Due to the nature and age of the Tudor buildings, accessibility is limited for wheelchair users or visitors with walking difficulties. Although there are steps into the buildings, it is possible to access the ground floor of both museums with the aid of a ramp. We can provide additional activities (worksheet or online) for pupils unable to climb the stairs. Please call us to discuss accessibility issues. 

Shop

We have a small selection of posters, post-cards and pocket-money trinkets for sale and suggest that pupils bring £2-£3 each.
Animal artefacts

Our animal artefacts are all modern taxidermy specimens which died of natural causes or from misadventure. They are safe to touch but we recommend that visitors wash their hands before eating. For more information about taxidermy please see our website:

www.johnmooremuseum.org
6. Pricing and payment
We charge £1.50 per pupil for a visit to the Museum.

There is no charge for accompanying teachers, teaching assistants and parent helpers. 
Tudor Living History is priced at £4 per pupil. This includes a Tudor Buildings Workshop.
We accept payment by cash or cheque (to be made payable to the Abbey Lawn Trust). We will invoice you after the visit or you can pay on the day. 

Outreach sessions are priced at £75 for a half-day and £100 for a full day. We offer special rates for first-time users; please contact us to discuss this. 

7. Risk assessments
Access to the Tudor Merchant’s House is via a quiet service road behind the Tudor buildings. There is little traffic but we recommend that school groups keep to the side of the road.

The stairs in the Museum and Merchant’s House are narrow and steep. We advise pupils to go up in single file, holding onto the banisters.

Please find below our Museum Risk Assessment. This is intended as a guide only and teachers are responsible for their own Risk Assessment, first aid and safe behaviour of their group. You are welcome to make a free preliminary visit to prepare a Risk Assessment.  
John Moore Countryside Museum & the Merchant’s House

Risk Assessment for School Visits

Arrival

Teachers and pupils will be met by museum staff in the Crescent, in Church Street, Tewkesbury, where they will be conducted to the John Moore Countryside Museum (JMCM) and the Merchant’s House (MH).  In the Crescent there is designated space for coaches to drop off parties.  Groups are conducted to the museum via a 50 metre long service road used by cars. The road is a dead end and due to its narrowness vehicles using it travel at no more than a couple of miles per hour. Before being conducted up this road, staff and pupils will be warned to be aware of traffic. 

At the Museum

Both the John Moore Countryside Museum and the Merchant’s House are late 15th century, timber-framed buildings with steep internal stairs and steps. Care is needed on the stairs with pupils having to look where they are going and not to hurry or jostle each other.  Before looking around, clear instructions are given to both staff and pupils about how to take care and conduct themselves safely in the building.

There are strict health and safety guidelines regarding how many people we may have on the first and second floors of the museum at any one time, therefore we may have to split a group up accordingly.
Due to the nature of the buildings we regret that neither are suitable for wheelchair users or for people with walking difficulties.

Lunchtime

Depending on the weather and the preferences of teachers, lunch may be taken either outside on the Abbey Lawn, or else in the Old Baptist Chapel.

The Abbey Lawn is a large grassed area within the precincts of Tewkesbury Abbey that can be accessed via the service road mentioned above.  There are benches and pupils may run around on the grass (they could also do this after they have finished eating their lunches in the Old Baptist Chapel).

The Old Baptist Chapel is a seventeenth century building located 150 metres away from the JMCM and the MH.  Accessing this building means crossing one main road, Church Street.  There is a pedestrian crossing right outside the JMCM for pupils and staff to use and you will be accompanied by museum staff.  There is plenty of seating available in the building, and also tables.  Due to health and safety considerations only the ground floor can be used.

Toilet Arrangements

In the event of an ‘emergency’, the staff toilet in the JMCM can be used; otherwise the toilets at Tewkesbury Abbey are more suitable and numerous.  These are located in the Abbey visitor centre which is 100 metres from the museum, and can be accessed via the Abbey Lawn at the rear of the buildings. 

Departure

This is the reverse of the arrival process, with coaches picking groups up from the Crescent.
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