A Pocketful of Acorns
A Selection of the Country Articles of John Moore Edited by Phillip Robbins
For nearly forty years up to his death in 1967, John Moore regularly wrote articles and short stories for newspapers and magazines in addition to his output of books.  Like his books these articles had a rural flavour and many appeared weekly as his Country Column in the Birmingham Evening Mail.  Some in part subsequently found their way into his country books, but generally most have lain for many years, unread in the archives of the John Moore Society.

A selection of these have now been brought together in this volume producing a collection of articles remarkable for their un-faded freshness and vivid commentary on country life as it was over fifty years ago.  Shining through the articles is John Moore’s forward thinking on such matters as conservation and the protection of the countryside.

‘Bureaucrats hate grass, they hate it because it grows which is itself an offence, for then it has to be cut, trimmed, tidied. Not only does grass grow but certain intrusive herbs which councils call weeds but you and I call flowers spring up amongst the grasses so great pains are taken to destroy them by weed killer!’ (A Pocketful of Acorns)

At the time of writing, these subjects were ascribed little importance but they are now prominent issues in today’s society. This is why, although written five decades ago, John Moore’s observations, commentaries and ideas continue to be relevant to readers today.

‘The delightful little harvest mouse weighing but one fifth of an ounce and building a charming nest amongst the cornstalks is vanishing from the Midlands. I am wondering whether the Dormouse is going the same way. I used to find those beady-eyed, fluffy, slumberers plentifully when I was a boy but nowadays I never come across them.’ (A Pocketful of Acorns)
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A Pocketful of Acorns
is for sale in the museum priced £14.95
