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1. Introduction

Welcome to the John Moore Museum. This pack is designed to introduce you to our Education Service and to assist you with planning a school visit.

About Us

The museum is made up of two 15th century timber-framed buildings, part of a row of similar properties which originally provided living and business premises for merchants and their families. 
 

The larger of the two buildings is home to an extensive Natural History collection featuring specimens of the mammals and birds native to our countryside. Here you can introduce your class to the wonders of the British countryside and get ‘up close and personal’ with some of the country’s shyest creatures. 

 

Just a few doors down the street is the Merchant's House, a two storey building which has been beautifully restored and furnished to show the construction of a 15th century Tudor shop and dwelling. Pupils can step back in time and enjoy a rare glimpse into the lives of ‘ordinary people’ as they are encouraged to compare these living conditions with their own. 

The houses are also brilliant examples of Tudor building construction with many of the original oak beams, joints and wattle and daub panels still forming part of the structure.  
2. Location

The Museum is situated on Church Street, Tewkesbury, in the Tudor Row of buildings which back onto the Abbey. This is just a short walk from the centre of town. 

Take Junction 9 off the M5, or follow the A38 and follow the signs to Tewkesbury Abbey.
There are several car-parks nearby, the nearest being on Gander Lane, next to the Abbey. If you travel by coach, we recommend that you are dropped off at the Crescent, the bus stop adjacent to the  row of Tudor buildings. You will be met here by Museum staff.

3. Opening times, booking and contacts
Opening Times

We are open for school visits and Outreach sessions all year round but booking is essential. Our typical school visits take place between 10am and 2.30pm but these can be adjusted to fit your requirements. Our opening hours are as follows:
Tuesday – Saturday

10am – 5pm

Making a booking

We recommend that you visit the Museum in advance to prepare for your class’ visit. Teachers can do this free of charge. Please contact us if you would like to meet with a member of staff to discuss the details of your booking (Please note: We are not open on Mondays).
Prior to your visit you will receive a school visit booking form. Please complete this form in as much detail as possible and return it to us as soon as possible. Your visit is not confirmed until we have received the completed form.
A couple of weeks before your visit you will receive a sample itinerary, a copy of any relevant worksheets and any background information that was agreed at the time of booking.

You may contact us to request minor alterations to your session up to 1 week before your workshop is due to take place.

Contact Us

To book a visit or Outreach session, or to discuss your requirements, please contact us:

	Jemma Fowkes
Learning & Access Officer

The John Moore Museum,
41, Church Street

Tewksbury

Gloucestershire

GL20 5SN

01684 297174

education@johnmooremuseum.org


	Simon Lawton

Curator

The John Moore Museum,
41, Church Street

Tewksbury

Gloucestershire

GL20 5SN

01684 297174

curator@johnmooremuseum.org


4. Education services

Over the last 6 years The John Moore Museum has developed a countywide reputation for its excellent education & outreach service. 

 

We provide a range of cross curricular resources and workshops for schools and groups of all ages, including our annual Tudor Living History sessions featuring costumed re-enactors.

 

You can also access a variety of free interactive whiteboard resources to support your visit from the newly launched Timeportals website (www.timeportals.co.uk).

If you cannot find a workshop that matches your exact requirements please contact us and we will be happy to discuss ways in which we can tailor our sessions to meet your needs.

Workshops

 

We offer a number of workshops and resources differentiated for each year group and curriculum requirements. They cover the following topics:

 

Natural History
The Tudors
Travellers 
 

For full details about each of our sessions please see our ‘Workshops, outreach and loans 2012’ document or our education pages on the website. Alternatively, you can call our dedicated Learning and Access Officer who will provide you with all the information you require. For information about how to book a visit, please see below. 

 
Detailed lesson plans are available on request
	Make the most of your visit

You may wish to combine a visit to the John Moore Museum with a trip to one of Tewkesbury’s other heritage sites? We can co-ordinate your day with visits to Tewkesbury Abbey, Out of the Hat and Tewkesbury Museum. 


If you have a very large group, we can split the group into two – each half visiting a different site in the morning and swapping in the afternoon.



5. Essential Information
What to bring

If possible, it is helpful for pupils to bring clipboards and pencils. 

The Museum and Merchant’s House are original buildings dating from the 15th century. The stairs and floor of the Merchant’s House are very uneven and it can get very cold. Pupils should therefore wear warm clothing and appropriate, practical footwear. 

Toilets
There are no toilet facilities at the John Moore Museum but school groups may use the Abbey’s toilets approximately 100 metres away. These can be accessed via the Abbey Lawn at the rear of the buildings. 
Bags

As storage space at the museum is limited we recommend that, where possible, pupils avoid bringing overly large rucksacks or bags. 
Lunch

Unfortunately we do not have space for school groups to use the Museum at lunch-time. We can arrange for you to use the Old Baptist Chapel (a short walk down the road) or if it is good weather, you can picnic on the Abbey lawn. If you are combining a Museum visit with a trip to the Abbey then we can arrange for you to use the Abbey Hall for lunch.
Photography

Photography is allowed in all parts of the Museum.
Accessibility
Due to the nature and age of the Tudor buildings, accessibility is limited for wheelchair users or visitors with walking difficulties. Although there are steps into the buildings, it is possible to access the ground floor of both museums with the aid of a ramp. We can provide additional activities (worksheet or online) for pupils unable to climb the stairs. Please call us to discuss accessibility issues. 

Shop

We have a small selection of posters, post-cards and pocket-money trinkets for sale and suggest that pupils bring £2-£3 each.

Animal artefacts

Our animal artefacts are all modern taxidermy specimens which died of natural causes or from misadventure. They are safe to touch but we recommend that visitors wash their hands before eating. For more information about taxidermy please see our website.
6. Preparatory and follow-up activities

Before a visit, we recommend that pupils have a basic knowledge of the Tudors – when the Tudor age was, who the main ‘characters’ were, what events happened then. You may like to look at our website – www.johnmooremuseum.org – to prepare your group for a visit.

If you have booked one of our Tudor sessions, you might like to bring a Tudor-style packed lunch, made of cheese, meat, rustic bread, boiled eggs, fruit cake, flapjack, fruit and apple juice or water to drink.
Below are some ideas for follow-up activities to consolidate learning back at school:
English

· Diary - a day in the life of a Tudor leather-worker.

· Diary - a day in the life of a Tudor housewife.

History

· Research the differences between the lifestyles of rich and poor families living in the Tudor period.
· Explore the differences between the homes of rich and poor people in the Tudor period.
Art, Design and Technology

· Construct a Tudor half-timbered house from coloured paper.

· Research the properties of different building materials – wood, brick, clay.

· Make your own coif or Tudor cap to wear during your visit (templates available on request)

· Design and produce your own Merchant’s trade badge to wear during your visit

Geography

· Draw a labelled floor-plan of the Merchant’s House with the uses of the rooms listed.

· Find out where to find other Tudor buildings in Gloucestershire or in England and mark them on a map.

· Compare maps of modern day Tewkesbury with those from Tudor Tewkesbury and discuss what changes have taken place.
Take a look at our website for lots of information about Tudor buildings, pictures and plans.
7. Pricing and payment
We recommend that you visit the Museum in advance to prepare for your class’ visit. Teachers can do this free of charge. Please contact us if you would like to meet with a member of staff to discuss the details of your booking.

The price per pupil of each of our workshops is as follows:

· Workshop sessions - £3 (£5 for joint package with Abbey visit)

· Tudor Living History and Tudor Houses, Health and Hygiene workshops - £4

· All staff and helpers — FREE

We charge a flat rate for each of our outreach session:

· Outreach sessions - £75 for a half-day or £100 for a full day

· Assembly - £25

If objects are delivered or collected by us we make a small charge for mileage of 40p per mile.

Payment can be made on the day of your visit, either by cash or cheque (made payable to ‘The Abbey Lawn Trust’). Alternatively we can send you an invoice after your visit.

9. Risk assessment
On the next page you will find our Museum Risk Assessment. This safety information is provided as a guide only but may be useful for you when completing your own school visit risk assessment. 

We take the health and safety of our visitors very seriously and you are welcome to make a free, preliminary visit to assist you in the preparations for your visit. 
	Hazard
	Action

	Accessibility
	Due to the nature of the buildings, access is limited for wheelchair users and visitors with restricted mobility.


	It is possible to access the ground floor of both museums with the aid of a ramp.

Please contact us in advance if you wish to discuss accessibility arrangements. 

	Buildings
	Both the John Moore Countryside Museum and the Merchant’s House are late 15th century, timber-framed buildings with steep internal stairs and high thresholds between the rooms. 

The stairs and floor in the Merchant’s House are very uneven

The Museum and Merchant’s House are original buildings and can get very cold , particularly in the winter. 


	Before entering the buildings, a full health and safety briefing will be carried out to ensure that all visitors are aware of the hazards and understand how to conduct themselves safely 

It is essential that visitors wear appropriate, practical footwear

Pupils should wear warm clothing and bring coats.

	Child Protection
	The sessions and events held by the John Moore Countryside Museum and the Merchant’s House will be led by trained interpreters/re-enactors, education staff and/or volunteers.
	Staff who have regular and/or unsupervised access to children are all subject to CRB checks

Children under the age of 18 should be supervised by an adult at all times.

	Emergency Procedures
	The Museum and Merchant’s House are 15th century buildings which still contain elements of the original timber framework
	The John Moore Countryside Museum subject to regular fire alarm tests.

Emergency exits are clearly signed in all public areas

In the event of an emergency please leave the building by the nearest exit and assemble in the back garden of the property.

	First Aid
	The museum is mostly staffed by volunteers and therefore we cannot guarantee the presence of a qualified first aider 
	Please ensure that your group is accompanied by an adult qualified to administer first aid

	Loans/Handling Boxes
	The loans/handling boxes contain a selection of replica objects and specimens made from a variety of different materials. 

Some of these objects are very heavy whilst others may be sharp or contain small parts.
	Children are asked to wash their hands before and after handling the objects

Specific safety instructions can be found in each of the boxes identifying any potentially sharp or heavy items.

	Natural History Exhibits
	There are a number of taxidermy specimens on display in the museum which may be handled by the children.

Some exhibits are displayed in free-standing glass cabinets
	Children are asked to wash their hands after handling the specimens

The glass in these cabinets is safety glass. 

Please ensure that pupils do not run around whilst inside the museum

	Supervision
	Due to the age and size of the buildings there are strict health and safety guidelines regarding how many people we may have within the buildings and on each of the floors at any one time.


	Please ensure that your pupils are supervised at all times and that appropriate adult : child supervision ratios are observed

Please make sure that any adult helpers are aware of their roles and responsibilities

	Vehicle Traffic
	There is a designated drop off and pick up point for coaches in the Crescent.

Access to the museum is via a 50 metre long service road used by cars. The road is a dead end and due to its narrowness, vehicles using it travel at no more than a couple of miles per hour.

Lunch may be taken either outside on the Abbey Lawn, or in the Old Baptist Chapel.


	Teachers and pupils will be met by museum staff on arrival

Groups will be warned about the potential traffic before being accompanied to the Museum by museum staff

The Abbey Lawn can be accessed via the service road mentioned above and there is a pedestrian crossing outside the Museum which gives staff and pupils a safe route to the Old Baptist Chapel

Due to health and safety considerations only the ground floor of the Baptist Chapel can be used.


41 - 42 Church Street, Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 5SN


Telephone: 01684 297174


� HYPERLINK "http://www.johnmooremuseum.org" ��www.johnmooremuseum.org�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:education@johnmooremuseum.org" ��education@johnmooremuseum.org�








School Information Pack











Telephone: 01684 297174

Website: www.johnmooremuseum.org

E-Mail: education@johnmooremuseum.org
1

